Autumn Term 2021
Friday 26th November
Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been lovely to see so many of you in school this week for parents’ evenings.
We have had lots of positive comments from you regarding being in the school
building and having the opportunity to visit your children’s classrooms and look at
their books. Thank you very much also for those of you who completed the
questionnaires. They really help us to think about what we are getting right and how
we can improve the experience you and your child have at Highweek.
Yesterday, we had two visitors in school from Devon County Council. They were
looking at school leadership, the quality of provision for our SEN pupils, and how we
have implemented a more broad and balanced curriculum across the school. They
talked to a number of children about their learning, looked at books and observed a
number of lessons. As always, the children spoke with much enthusiasm about their
learning and how the staff at Highweek support them to achieve the best they can. I
am pleased to say that they were very impressed with the quality of education that
we are providing. I would like to say thank you to the staff for the hard work that goes
into planning the fantastic learning opportunities that we have on offer here at
Highweek.
Do you have a child in Year 1? If so, please do come along to our phonics workshop
next Thursday and find out about how we teach phonics and how we
administer the phonics check later this academic year.
I know many of you have seen our short promotional video on Facebook but have
you also had the chance to look at our longer video on the school website? Please
do have a look- it features many of your children.
Earlier this week, I met up with the PTFA to meet the current members and discuss
fundraising for this academic year. The PTFA do an amazing job and are always
looking for new members. Contact admin@highweekprimary.co.uk if you would
like to get more involved and we will pass on your details.
Finally, I look forward to seeing many of you at our up and coming Christmas events
over the next few weeks. Please refer to our School events planner sent home
previously.
Ms Claire Redwood
We have just had our school Health & safety review from Devon County Council which covers all areas of premises and
safety including: policies, risk assessments, legionella and water plans, staff training, safety check, fire, bomb, lockdown
procedures and many more important areas. A lot of work goes into this which has been conducted by our caretake Chris
Rogers and our Office Manager Tracy Lowe. I am pleased to let you know that we scored 100%. It is not heard of a school
within DCC scoring 100% twice in a row. I would like to thank them for all their hard work.

Look at what we have been up to in school and on our school trips.

November
Tuesday 30th

• Reception, Year 1 & 2 school disco.

Year 2 had an exciting start to their new literacy topic! They discovered an intriguing
writing desk had mysteriously appeared in the music room. Once they had investigated
all the clues, such as a quill, ink, bread, cheese and a diary amongst others, they found
that it belonged to the famous Samuel Pepys! They are now going to have a go at writing
their own diary extracts as if they too experienced the tragedy of the Great Fire of
London. We are excited to read them! Well done, Year 2!

3:45– 5pm.

• Teign class at Newton Abbot Museum AM.
• EYFS ‘Come and read with me’
doors open at 2:30.

December
Thursday 2nd

• Year 1 Phonics workshop. 8:45 - 9:15am &
2:45 - 3:15pm. Please see poster attached

to this newsletter.

Friday 3rd

• Year 3,4,5 & 6 school disco 6-7:15pm.
Monday 6th

• Year 5 pupils visiting Coombeshead
Academy to watch Cinderella 1:30 - 3pm.

Tuesday 7th

• Dart class at Newton Abbot Museum AM.
• Year 1 ‘Christingle’ show to parents at
Abbotsbury Church 9:30 - 11am.

• Year 1 ‘Christingle’ show to parents at
Abbotsbury Church 5 - 6:30pm.

• Year 6 pupils visiting Coombeshead
Academy to watch Cinderella 1:30 - 3pm.

Thursday 9th

• Year 2 Nativity show to parents 9:30 11am.

• Year 2 Nativity show to parents 5:30 6:30pm.

Friday 10th

• Christmas jumper day.
Monday 13th

• Teign class Christmas Carols.
Tuesday 14th

• Years 1,2,3 & 4 visiting the Princess

The Year 6 children have enjoyed exploring the components of a circuit as part of the new
Science Investigation Table which was introduced to us by Miss Taylor. It has been
fascinating for children to explore and apply the knowledge which they have learnt in our
Electricity topic in Science!

Theatre to watch Cinderella.

• Dart class Christmas Carols.
Wednesday 15th

• Christmas dinner day.
Please order via your Parentpay
account by Friday 26th November.

Thursday 16th

• EYFS Christmas Carol singing 2:30pm.
Friday 17th

• Christmas Party Lunch
It is important that you log into your
Parentpay account and pre-order the
party lunch.

• School closes for Christmas at the normal
time.

Witness report about Beowulf by Jaydon Lewis.
Lurching towards the nearest man, reaching out one ghastly claw, snarling ferociously, it scooped him up choked the
scream in his throat, ripping and tearing flesh and skin it bit into his body, its eyes shone with unearthly light. Draining the
blood from his veins, slobbering spittle and blood it devoured bones from his body. The ravenous beast swallowed the
whole man even his feet and arms. It stood in a pool of blood and gazed around the timbered hall.

Sporting Events.
On Wednesday morning, Year 2 went to Newton
Abbot College to take part in a multi skills
event. The children had a range of activities to
complete and practised key skills such as
running, jumping, catching and hitting. Everyone
had a great time and learnt some new games for our
lunchtime!
This year Highweek Primary School has made the decision to work
towards Eco-Schools Green Flag accreditation.
The Eco-Schools programme focuses on empowering young people
to lead environmental education and action in their school, local
community and beyond. It does this by providing a simple,
seven-step framework that turns pupils into forward-thinking,
decision-making, planet-protectors.
There are multiple reasons we have decided to embark on the
journey to Eco-Schools Green Flag. Firstly, our planet (and all life on
it) is already beginning to feel the catastrophic effects of climate
change, plastic pollution, biodiversity loss and a myriad of other
environmental challenges. We want our pupils to be aware of the
challenges our planet faces, and will continue to face throughout
their lifetimes. We don’t want our pupils to avoid or shy-away from
these challenges: we want to engage young people in conversations
about them and we want to provide them with the skills needed to
tackle these challenges directly. Our hope is by doing this we will
empower our pupils with the passion and skills to protect our planet
now and throughout their lifetimes.
We are in the process of beginning step one, which is forming an
Eco-Committee.
I hope you’re as excited about our Eco-Schools journey as everyone
at school is!

The following
lunches are
now available to
order via your
Parentpay
account.

Uniform Reminder.

Wednesday 15th December
Christmas lunch.
Last day to order is today!!

Jumpers / Sweatshirts / Cardigans –
Should be purple.

Thursday 16th December
Fish Finger & Chips
Quorn Dipper
Followed by Ice Cream

A huge well done to Toby
MacTaggart in Torridge
class who has achieved
the
incredible
milestone of 10
5k runs!

Friday 17th December
Party food for the Christmas Party
at lunchtime.
It is important that you log into your
Parentpay account and pre-order
the party lunch

Please could we kindly remind you that
pupils come to school in the correct
uniform.
Footwear - should be plain black with no
colour motifs.

Girls – It is not suitable for girls to wear
black leggings instead of trousers.
We understand that uniform is an extra
expense and keep our rules as relaxed
as possible.
We are consistently working on our in
house uniform system to keep prices as
low as possible.
Should you have any questions
regarding uniform, please feel free to
contact Mrs Lowe on 01626 216300

Class

Bovey class both had 100%
attendance for the period
of 8th - 12th November 2021.
Taw class had 99.1%
attendance for the period of
15th - 19th November 2021.
A huge well done to you all !!!!
Remember our whole school
attendance target for the year.
We are working towards is 96.2%.
It is essential for children to attend as much school as possible if
they are to get the most from their education and achieve their full
potential.

W/C 8th Nov

W/C 15th Nov

Tamar

94.9%

95.8%

Teign

95.6%

93.6%

Torridge

92.3%

95.7%

Ashburn

99.3%

89%

Plym

94.3%

97.9%

Dart

94.4%

97%

Exe

96.3%

95%

Tavy

93.7%

93.8%

Bovey

100%

93.2%

Mardle

89.6%

91%

Carey

92.6%

91.8%

Mole

97.5%

94%

Taw

91.1%

99.1%

Have a routine from an early age - a check list may
help when getting everything ready .

Well done to our Friday Flyers.
Our Friday Flyers promote our work around developing
Growth Mindset and a can do attitude.
Theme

See effort as the path to mastery

Learn from feedback

Date

Weekending Friday 19th November

Weekending Friday 26th November

Ashburn

Alexander Fairweather

Scarlet Feasby

Thomas Barlow

Eloise Lidster

Bovey

Jessica Cirstian

Arek Holubinka

Ella Phillips

Oscar Estlick

Carey

Evie Appleby

Ellie Mitchell

Mati Kiezun

Theo Fairweather

Dart

Roman Plant

Iyla Taylor

Tyler Jarvis

Brooke Nash

Exe

Lucas Ryan

Amelia Palla

Aaliyah Clifford

Lily Stickley

Mardle

Maisie Williams

Makenna Low

Mila Gray

George Tychojskij

Plym

Lily Hannigan-Train

Ben Williams

Esme Jones

Kyle Rendell

Tamar

Georgia Waldron

Lucas Mead

Lily Grylls

Ethan Sansom

Tavy

Lily-Louise Jameson

Matilda Cameron-Davies

Florence Smith

Tony Lee

Teign

Shaya Harris

Brooke Perry-Feecham

Frankie Dinata

Jorja Williams

Torridge

Alfred Powlesland

Chase Tuckett

Lily Wayham

Isobel Kendall

FOOTBALL GIVEAWAY
Buckland Athletic is a football club right in the heart
of the Newton Abbot community. As well as our first
team that plays in the Western League Premier
Division, we run many youth teams and have a very
successful women’s section.
We are offering Highweek families the opportunity to
experience a Western Premier League match for
free at a home match of their choice. Vouchers are
available in the school reception area giving free
admission for a family of up to four.
Upcoming matches include;
Saturday 27th November
Buckland Athletic v Cadbury Heath
Saturday 4th December
Buckland Athletic v Ilfracombe
Saturday 18th December
Buckland Athletic v Brislington
For more details visit https://bucklandathletic.co.uk
Come along and support your local team.

Thank you to all the parents
and carers who came to
parents evening last week and
this week.
If you were unable to book an
appointment with your child’s
class teacher please speak
with them directly to schedule
an appointment that suits you
both.

Well done to our
Accelerated Readers

100,000
words.

Herbie Powlesland, Chelsie
Lungu, Eleanor Regan, Lily Grylls,
Brooke Perry-Feecham, Charlie
Tremlett, John Barnes-Jones, Sayed
Alqarooni, Elizabeth Cookson, Esme
Keskin, Ben Williams and Tyler Wise.

250,000
words.

Alicia Peart

1 Million
words.

Chase Tuckett

We look forward to seeing you.
KS1 are looking for some items to be brought in to school.
These are small yoghurt pots and egg boxes, which will
need to be very clean and well washed due to allergies.
Please send in to your child’s class teacher.
Thank you!

Well done to
Lily Wayham
and Chase
Tuckett who
have both achieved their
pen licence. Also well
done to Evie
Cameron-Davies, Keira
Brown, Alex Petrov &
Toby MacTaggart who
have all achieved their
Gold pen licence.

Contact us on 01626 216300 or email admin@highweekprimary.co.uk
Website :www.highweekprimary.co.uk
highweekprimary

twitter@highweek_sch

www.facebook.com/highweekprimaryschool
www.facebook.com/friendsofhighweekprimary

