
Highweek Primary School – French KS2 Progression of Skills 
Skill Area Year 3 – Early Explorers Year 4 – Developing 

Communicators 

Year 5 – Independent 

Users 

Year 6 – Confident Linguists 

Listening Recognise simple words & 

classroom instructions; enjoy 

songs/rhymes. 

Understand short sentences 

& phrases in songs/stories. 

Grasp main points & some 

detail in spoken passages. 

Understand main points & detail 

in authentic-speed speech. 

Speaking Repeat words/phrases; 

answer simple questions 

(name, age). 

Take part in short 

exchanges; give simple 

opinions. 

Ask/answer questions; 

express likes/dislikes; short 

conversations. 

Initiate & sustain conversations; 

present ideas clearly with 

accurate pronunciation. 

Reading Recognise familiar words; 

begin phonics (French 

sounds). 

Read & understand familiar 

sentences; decode simple 

texts. 

Read a variety of short 

texts; use dictionaries; read 

aloud with expression. 

Read longer texts (stories, 

poems, letters); use bilingual 

dictionaries effectively. 

Writing Copy/write simple words & 

labels; short phrases with 

support. 

Write short sentences with 

support; spell common 

words. 

Construct short paragraphs; 

write sentences from 

memory; use connectives. 

Write short paragraphs from 

memory; wider range of 

vocabulary & grammar; check 

accuracy. 

Grammar Introduce noun gender (le/la); 

simple pronouns (je, tu); 1st 

person regular -er verbs. 

Definite/indefinite articles 

(un/une, le/la); plurals; 

simple negatives. 

Conjugate high-frequency 

verbs (avoir, être, faire, 

aller); adjective agreement. 

Confident use of pronouns; 

regular & key irregular verbs; 

apply adjective agreements & 

connectives. 
 

 


